From yesterday to the day after

This year's Passover will be celebrated in the shadow of the Corona virus, which prevents us from
reuniting with the family. This year we are commanded to stay home, it seems that the world is no
longer a global village. It seems that world order is changing for humanity, forcing us to take a proactive
respite and unequivocally stopping us from the never-ending race for nothing.

On regular pre-Corona days, we breath heavily from the exhausting run on the rat race track, being
stuck in the never-ending traffic jams and breathing in contaminated air. Surprisingly, most of us do not
feel the need to stop and think about where they are headed, and whether they are fulfilling what they
have asked for.

During ordinary days we are plagued by security threats, and various corruption cases, moving in a circle
and failing to prevent the insignificant material pursuit that only these days realize how futile it was.
Have we lost the interpersonal relationship in favor of a painted and emotionless Emoji sign? Some of us
now understand that there is a need to renew the connection to the intuitive path, which is deep within
us.

We got a forced respite from an elusive microscopic source that paradoxically makes us pause for a
moment and rethink.

We have a special relationship with nature based on interrelationships. Nature around us responds to
our actions, weather changes, rare climatic events occur, raging fires, heat waves in Europe, flooding,
melting glaciers and more.

We need to understand that it's time for a change, we got signals from the universe informing us that
now is the time to change!! The moment has come to do a soul-searching, to honor and cherish the
existing and to face the fact that we have no other world. This thought to me is the positive product of
the chaotic state we are in today.

The corona virus leads us to examine the foundations of human nature. The thought and act of having to
love others like yourself at the height of its glory these days. Doctors and scientists have become brave
soldiers who risk their lives and their families' lives for all of us. We keep a distance from our loved ones,
whether it's parents or grandparents. Some in the older population tries to express gratitude and
donate food to their family members. There are countless ways that beautiful human nature comes to
the surface at this time, so we all seem to be recruited for the common good as one big family sharing
the same fate, one for all.

This crisis supersedes Hollywood's best scripts. Most of humanity is in lockdown, worried about a vague
economic future. Families mourn the loss of their loved ones, and rightly fear the unknown. It is
precisely these difficult days that | choose to see the light at the end of the tunnel.

It is time to remember the story of the exodus to freedom. Passover signifies a departure from mental
and physical slavery to spiritual freedom. This is the New Year of the Jewish people, according to the
Torah. Legend has it that the heads of the family were then ordered to mark their doorways with blood
although they did not know why. They obeyed regardless.



Surprisingly, thousands of years later, and despite all the technological advancements, we are back at
the starting point - isolated at home and wishing the Corona virus would skip over our door. In my
opinion, there is a fundamental difference between the past and the present, when we were slaves, we
were ordered to mark the doorways, today when we are "free" there is no external imperative, but an
internal need to understand the essence and get the best out of the situation for the future. We are free
to decide and bound by wrong actions.

Passover comes to remind us that this is a time for new beginnings. As we usually clean our house for
the holidays, renovating furniture and getting rid of the unnecessary items, so does nature, the Earth is
clearing up at this time, we are witnessing a decrease in air pollution, a reduction in energy consumption
and a significant decrease in wasteful resources. Millions of tons of harmful waste are being saved from
the environment, animals emerge and dare to approach the urban areas in a natural and conciliatory
way.

Something is changing before our eyes. The “Ten Plagues” in Egypt helped to gather a few slaves into a
believing group and linger in the wonders of nature. Today humanity is at a loss and beginning to
understand and perhaps also believe that everything that is happening around us today has a reason.
Unfortunately, the Corona virus is the trigger that is required for humanity to internalize that we reap
what we sow.

| believe that everything will return to bloom like after a fire in the forest. The roots of humanity are
fundamentally good, they are deep in the fertile soil, still alive and just waiting to grow - nature will do
its best if we allow it. These are days of mutual help, a human hope and healing through the love of one
another. We are committed to doing good and will succeed in giving it back to us.

We have been given a gift to reboot the thought and format the human computer, let's work together
and educate ourselves to the best of our ability.

| wish all of us Health, Peace, Good livelihood, growth and renewal...
Happy Passover.

Dr. Ofer Alon
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